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1. SWEDISH MFA OFFICIAL WHO IS HELPING DRAFT WICKMAN'S 
UNGA SPEECH TOLD EMBOFF SEPT. 26 THAT IT IS PROBABLE 
WICKMAN WILL NOT DEPART FOR NEW YORK UNTIL THE END OF 
NEXT WEEK, AND THAT SWEDISH UN MISSION IS TRYING SCHEDULE 
HIS SPEECH NOW FOR OCT. 9 OR 10. PALME HAS ASKED WICKMAN 
TO REMAIN IN SWEDEN NEXT WEEK FOR INTERNAL POLITICAL 
REASONS, ACCORDING TO SOURCE. 

COMMENT: PRIMIN PALME HAS LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HE 
INTENDS TO MAKE SOME CHANGES IN HIS GOVERNMENT. MEDIA 
SPECULATION CENTERS AROUND FORNMIN POSITION. FOR SOME 
TIME THERE HAS BEEN STRONG RUMOR THAT FORNMIN WICKMAN 
WILL BE SHIFTED TO NOW VACANT POSITION AS HEAD OF BANK 
OF SWEDEN (SEE STOCKHOLM 2913). WHILE IT IS UNLIKELY 
PALME WILL SHUFFLE CABINET IN NEXT FEW DAYS, WE BELIEVE 
HE DOES HAVE IN MIND REPLACING WICKMAN. WHO HAS BEEN 
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MUCH MEDIA SPECULATION POINTS TO AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
INGEMUND BENGTSSON AS PROBABLE SUCCESSOR TO WICKMAN. 
BENGTSSON IS AN ASTUTE POLITICIAN WHO GOT A TASTE OF 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS LAST YEAR AS PRESIDENT OF UN 
ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE HERE. BENGTSSON IS AMBITIOUS, 
AND HIS HOME PROVINCE OF HALLAND WAS 
ONE OF FEW BRIGHT SPOTS FOR 

SOCDEMS IN AN OTHERWISE DISMAL ELECTION FOR 
THEM. OTHER PERSONS SAID TO BE CANDIDATES FOR FORNMIN 
JOB ARE MINISTER OF COMMERCE KJELL-OLOF DELDT, MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION INGVAR CARLSSON, AND MINISTER WITHOUT 
PORTFOLIO CARL LIDBOM. 
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